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This chart on the second page, inspired by the American Enterprise Institute's "Chart of the Century", 
displays 16 years of changes in wages, inflation and the prices of consumer goods and services in Colorado 

since the beginning of the 21st century.   

As real wages have risen locally, most durable and nondurable goods have become more affordable; 
conversely, the rising costs of housing, health care, and higher education, have increasingly crowded out more 
and more of every dollar of spending.   

The Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) produces a historical price index for select metropolitan 
statistical areas(MSA’s). They currently do not produce a statewide price index. Therefore, this chart includes 
three items which are representative of a statewide average and not just the MSA.  Similarly, the price 
changes reported at the Denver MSA level, may not be fully representative of actual price changes in regions 
across Colorado that are outside of the MSA.   

While this chart offers no description for the reasons behind the variation in price growth across 
items, we hope it serves as a common starting point, and inspires discussion and more informed questions.  
 
 

 
Common Sense Policy Roundtable (CSPR) is a non-profit free-enterprise think tank dedicated 

to the protection and promotion of Colorado’s economy.  
 

We believe sound fiscal and economic research is essential to uphold Colorado’s economic 
vitality, future, and individual opportunity. 

 
www.commonsensepolicyroundtable.org 
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